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Media Intervene
In “Contra.s” Debate

Dunng t.hc wcck 1mmcd13tcly prcccd.mg t.hc
critical Senate vote 1o shelve President Reagan’s re-
quest for 521 million in aid to the “‘Contras” in
Nicaragua, the media focused a curious amount of
attention on the charges leveled* by former CLA
analyst David C. MacMichael that the Administra-
ton has “no proof" that -the _Sandinistas are.

funnelling arms, ammunitjon and dxrccnon to_the .
guerrillas in El Salvador.

Leading the pack was the New York T'mes,
which promoted MacMichael 25s-a man *‘in from .
the cold and hot for the truth.”” In the Times arti-
cle, MacMichael accused the Administration of :
fabricating Sandinista- comphcxry to bolster sup—“
port for its ann-Commumst posrurc in Ccnu'al g
America. '

““The whole picture that thc Adm1mstranon has
prcscntcd of Salvadoran insurgent operations be-

. ey

irg planned, directed and supplied from Nicaragua .- -

1s simply. not .true,”’ MacMichael said. *“...The.
Administration and the CLA have systematically -
" misrepresented Nicaraguan involvement in the sup-
ply of arms to Salvadoran guerrlias to justify its
efforts to overthrow the Nicaragua Government.”

Within two days of the Times article, two of the
threc major networks had MacMichael on the air, _
and the Washington Post, fol]owmg suxt fcatured
his charges on the front page.': .. :

Both CIA director William Casey and Sccrcta.ry_ i
of State George Shultz immediately dlsmxssed.
MacMichael’s charges, - with Shultz telling 50
rcportcrs over a two-hour lunch that the *“‘evidence
1s cvcrywbcrc" on the Sandinistas. But the Post,
finding it nov. ‘here, bolstcrcd MacMzchacl’s cla.lm
msxsung . it : i

“Nex(her Sbultz nor Casey prowded
“evidence fo refute MacMichzel's cballenge. : “
- The State Department, which has been asked |

repeatedly to make public its evidence that il-.. |
licit arms are flowmg, has not provided such
mformatlon ” o=

John M., Goshko. a Post reporter who co-wrote
the article, told HUMAN EVENTS that the Admin-
istration's assertions ‘‘have been-3. _continuing
source of controversy since President Rcagan took ;
office, and the Administration has’ not, ovcr thc‘

“past three years, rcspondcd to those who don t.

_manon—must not bc rcqmrcd to “go pubhc”
ns cwdence LT e s

facxhtatts all the above functxon;é moo

thrc" months ago.: Sl
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STAT

believe thcsc cha:gcs of tothose who' ‘say thcy want

‘to see proof to documem xt ’e

Goshko saJd “Our posmon zs g:vcn past
experience going back to the chtnam War, that

you don’t nccessanly takc thmgs on faith.” If the
Administration refuses to make public CIA” docu-
mentation, Goshko said, “‘then thcy bave to face.

the consequences of the factthat...a large body of
_people in this country'do not bchcvc their contcn-'

nons and arc not convmced ”; 3
' Goshko $ posmon is untcnablc however _Our‘

'1ntelhgcnce commumty——prccxscly becaiise” 1t

doesn’t want to reveal to the enemy the sources-we
rely’ on and .our methods of ‘obtaining infor-7
wuh

“The mtelhgencc commumty is not a Judgc unto*
itself, moreover. It must convince Congress’ —.

- through both the Senate and House mtclhgencc

panels — that it possessés’ convincing’ evidence. -
And the evidence it has repeatedly laid out before’

-those two panels has persuadcd even those lxbcraIS*

......

who vigorously oppose the Admxmstratnon S, Ccn-_f
tral- American policies that’ the Sand.u'ustas play a°
crmcal role in El Salvador’s msurgcncy LRI
- Thus the House Intelhoence Com-
" mittee—chaired by Rep. .Edward BoIand
(D.-Mass.), -who - -opposes aid 'to - the
"“‘Contras’” — Stressed in 2 repoit. 1ssued last”; {
May: “A major portion of the arms and other i
material sent by Cuba and other Cornmumst
‘countries to the Salvadoran i msurgents transits™: l
"Nicaragua with the penmssxon a.nd assnstance |
- of the Sandlmstas . -v~'--.,.< -:.~z».-'- |

. _“Thc Sajvadoran msurgcnts rcly on thc use of
sites in Nlcaragua some of thch arc focated™in
Managua 1tsc1f for commun.fcanons c’ommand—
and-control, and for thc logxsncs fo! condUCI Iﬁcu'
ﬁnancxal matérial and propaga.nda Activities, Thc'
Sandinista lcadcrshlp sanctions and f'

Scn Damel?atrxck Moymhan (D N Y ), a v:cc:
chaxrman of thc Scnatc Intclhgcna panel, cntcrcd-

_this con51dcrcd statcment on Sandinista’ suppon
“for thc msurgcnts on March 29 of.thls ycar—'ust

Al . ,_..

What thc Housc lntclhgcncc Commmec stated
last May is ih our judgment” still true: (Thc in-

: surgency in “El Salvador] dcpcnds for its “life--

blood—arms, ammunition, ﬁnancmg, ]OEISUCS,
and-command-and-control facilities — upon out-
side assistance from Nicaragua and Cuha " He alen
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